daughter Jocelyn with her. In the lawsuit that followed, the details of the couple's private life (she accused him of violence, drunken fits and unreasonable sexual demands) caused a scandal. Gould was ostracized by polite society and his job prospects were permanently damaged.
Gould's exceptional talents were not limited to clock restoration. He was a talented artist, producing both exquisite line drawings and bizarre imaginative art in the manner of Aubrey Beardsley. He wrote with flair and eloquence, captivating readers with a series of eccentric books on a range of curious topics, and gained a considerable reputation as a broadcaster, first as a regular contributor to the BBC's children's hour, and then as a panellist on the intellectual radio roundtable, The Brains Trust.
Betts has produced a finely crafted biography, full of lovingly observed insight into Gould's character, including his many personal failings. But the book is much more than a biography. In the introduction, Betts tells us how he has loved clocks since childhood, and we learn that he is now in charge of preserving the Harrison timekeepers for posterity. Time Restored, then, is a loving restoration of a reputation, to set alongside the clocks to which both Gould and Betts have devoted so much care and attention.
Chapter 4 is a concise retelling of the whole longitude story, including a readily comprehensible account of precisely what the problem of longitude entails, and the technical details of the timekeepers that Harrison built to solve it. Here, in one book, readers can find an authoritative account of Harrison's quest, and details of the workings of the Harrison clocks, alongside the painstaking reconstruction of the complicated life of one of the key protagonists in the history of the timekeepers.
In Longitude, Sobel wrote that the restored Harrison timepieces at the Greenwich old observatory "constitute John Harrison's enduring memorial, just as St Paul's Cathedral serves as monument to Christopher Wren". Betts shows us with extraordinary elegance that in the case of the Harrison clocks, the memorial is a double one: to Harrison and to Gould, the complicated, depressive, brilliant, failed navigation officer without whose obsessive attentions and unstinting labours the clocks would almost certainly have been lost for ever. 
wrapped up

Mary Purton
It has been a strange year for science books. Some authors have presented new ideas about science -there has been a tussle over string theory, for example, and in Moral Minds Marc Hauser has suggested that morality is as innate as language (see Nature 443, 909-910; 2006) . But perhaps the dominant theme running through many of the popular science books published this year has been, surprisingly, religion.
The continuing debate about the teaching of creationism in schools has no doubt fuelled this preoccupation. Many scientists, particularly those in the United States, have been moved to take a stand against proponents of creationism and intelligent design. Intelligent Thought, edited by John Brockman, is a collection of essays from the likes of Jerry Coyne and Tim White who provide elegantly expressed scientific arguments to counter the claims of intelligent design. This book should appeal to "those who already see evolutionary biology as a science", according to John Tyler Bonner (see Nature 442, 355-356; 2006 
